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Current Quality of the Environment

Q1. How would you rate the overall quality of the environment in Alberta today? Would you say excellent, good, fair or poor?

Base: All respondents (n=801)
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Future State of the Environment

Q2. Looking into the future twenty years from now do you think that the overall state of Alberta's environment will 
improve a lot, improve a little, stay the same, worsen a little, or worsen a lot?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

12%

25%

22%

25%

16%

Improve:
37%

Worsen a lot

Worsen a little

Stay the same

Improve a little

Improve a lot

Worsen:
41%
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Perceived Environmental Performance

Q3. How would you rate the performance of individual Albertansindividual Albertans as a whole when it comes to protecting the 
environment? Would you say they do a very good job, somewhat good job, somewhat poor job or very poor job? / 
Q4. How would you rate your own personalpersonal performance when it comes to protecting the environment? Would you 

say you do a very good job, somewhat good job, somewhat poor job or very poor job?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

8%

53%

32%

7%

1%

22%

66%

11%

2%

0%

Albertans as a whole

Personal performance

Good Job
Albertans as a whole: 61%

Personal performance: 88%

Don't know

Very poor job

Somewhat poor job

Somewhat good job

Very good job
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Challenges to Environmental Stewardship

Q5. What, if any, challenges prevent you personally from doing more to protect the environment?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

20%

13%

11%

10%

5%

5%

4%

3%

3%

26%

18%

5%

None / no challenges

Don't know

Other

Discouraged / won't make a difference / why should 
I act when others don't / nobody else does anything

Already doing everything I can do / am willing to do

Lack of will / laziness / complacency

Why should I act when the government doesn't

Don't know enough / don't have enough information

Need to drive (NET)

Time / don't have the time

Expensive / costs too much / don't have the money

Recycling issues (NET) • Lack of recycling facilities: 4%
• Poor/no recycling program: 4%
• Lack of access/convenient 
access: 3%
• No curbside recycling: 3%

• Lack of public transportation: 4%
• Driving/commuting: 4%
• Live in a rural area: 2%
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Confidence that Personal Actions Make a 
Difference

Q8. How confident are you that your personal actions to protect the environment actually make a difference? Would 
you say very confident, somewhat confident, not very confident or not at all confident?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

28%

52%

16%

4%

Confident:
80%

Not at all confident

Not very confident

Somewhat confident

Very confident
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Knowledge of Environmental Issues

Q11. How much do you feel you know personally about the following environmental issues and problems? Please use a 
five-point scale where 1 means you know very little and 5 means you know a great deal.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

Endangered species in Alberta

Scarcity of water in some 
parts of Alberta

Pollution of water in Alberta

Urban sprawl around Alberta
towns and cities

Global climate change 14%

16%

9%

11%

9%

31%

26%

24%

21%

20%

36%

31%

40%

31%

26%

14%

16%

19%

22%

28%

6%

11%

8%

15%

17%

5 - A great deal 4 3 2 1 - Very little
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Knowledge of Action Skills

Q12. To what degree do you feel you know enough to take each of the following actions? Please use a five-point scale 
where 1 means you are not at all knowledgeable and 5 means you are very knowledgeable.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

31%

27%

25%

17%

15%

13%

12%

12%

6%

38%

41%

44%

34%

24%

18%

17%

17%

12%

23%

22%

24%

30%

33%

24%

27%

21%

28%

7%

7%

12%

16%

22%

24%

23%

29%

6%

13%

22%

20%

27%

25%

5

2

3

3

5 - Very knowledgeable 4 3 2 1 - Not at all knowledgeable

Organize community action to protect 
your local environment

Write an effective letter to the editor 
about an environmental issue

Maintain or restore wildlife habitat 
in your area

Communicate your environmental 
concerns to a political representative

Change your diet to minimize your 
environmental impact

Encourage workplace practices that 
benefit the environment

Maximize energy efficiency in your home

Reduce water consumption in and 
around your home

Reduce the amount of household 
garbage you generate in your home
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Engagement in Environmental Behaviours

Q13. To what degree do you feel you actually DO these things? Please use a five-point scale where 1 means you don’t 
do it at all and 5 means you do it as much as you possibly can.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

25%

25%

28%

14%

9%

8%

42%

40%

36%

25%

14%

6%

25%

25%

23%

30%

21%

16%

12%

13%

6%

7%

9%

14%

20%

21%

18%

24%

15%

36%

49%

60%

54%

5

3 5

4

2

4

3

5 - Do it as much as you possibly can 4 3 2 1 - Don't do it at all

Organize community action to protect 
your local environment

Write a letter to the editor about an 
environmental issue

Communicate your environmental 
concerns to a political representative

Maintain or restore wildlife habitat in 
your area

Encourage workplace practices that 
benefit the environment

Reduce the amount of garbage you 
generate in your home

Reduce water consumption in and 
around your home

Maximize energy efficiency in your home
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Knowledge versus Engagement

Q13. To what degree do you feel you actually DO these things? 
Q12. To what degree do you feel you know enough to take each of the following actions?                                          

Base: All respondents (n=801)

83%

80%

80%

67%

59%

36%

29%

34%

36%

36%

34%

15%

14%

8%

5%

6%

20%

19%

15%

5%

4%

2%

1%

1%

5 (very knowledgeable) or 4 
3
1 (not at all knowledgeable) or 2

% Do it as much as you can (rating of 4 or 5)

Organize community action to protect 
your local environment

Write a letter to the editor about an 
environmental issue

Communicate your environmental 
concerns to a political representative

Maintain or restore wildlife 
habitat in your area

Encourage workplace practices that 
benefit the environment

Reduce the amount of garbage you 
generate in your home

Reduce water consumption in 
and around your home

Maximize energy efficiency in your home

�
�



���������	
��		���
��
��
��

����
 
 
 


����	
������


 

("$)��'��*�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������5*�

 #�& !��$/��"$��$� !�($"1!�)*��

9��$�������!������,��,������

:����-��������$�������,�����������������-����,��,����#������3��3��������������,����,�� �
������!��������������!!�,������,����%���
�
������	��
������������	�	���
��
��������������
������:��������
������������	�������

���������	�����	
��
	
������������
��
�������������������

������������	��	���������	������������
�����������������	��������������������
���
��������������
�����������1����3��3
���)2�+,�
����

����	��
����	���
����

���������
��

����
)<������6����������������������
������������	�"�'������������
�
����
�������;���
�����&���
��#,��
�������*+�����

�	������	���	���������
��

����)<���
���������	���	������

���
������
���������������#,�
��	���+�����

�	������	���	��������������

����)<�����������	�����
��
�����
����������������#, �
�
�
������
����
���
��
���
������"���������
������
����6��
����

���������
��

���������
�"����"��
�	��
��
�'�����������
��
�'��
����

����)������	��
�	����
���<=�����	�������

����1'����#���

�������

���������
, �
�

Knowledge of Public Actions

Q14. If you and many of your neighbours oppose something that has just been proposed by your Municipal Council, 
which one of the following actions would be the most effective to stop Council from proceeding?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

70%

15%

11%

4%Don't know

Raising funds so that you 
can hire a lawyer

Writing an individual letter to a 
national newspaper

Organizing your neighbours into a 
group, and making a presentation to 

your Municipal Council
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Knowledge of Environmental Facts

Q15. For each of the following statements, please indicate whether you believe the statement is completely true, mostly 
true, mostly false, or completely false.

Base: All respondents 1n=801, 2n=781

24%

16%

10%

51%

41%

43%

22%

9%

11%

10%

12%

27%

31%

46% 24%4 4

3

6%

6%

Completely true Mostly true Not sure Mostly false Completely false

The main reason we have endangered 
species is because of over-hunting1

(FALSE)

Recycling all your paper and tins helps the 
environment more than moving to a smaller 

more fuel-efficient home1 (FALSE)

Most of Alberta's electrical energy is 
generated by burning coal1 (TRUE)

Albertan consumption of water is above 
average on a global scale2 (TRUE)
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Environmental Attitudes and Values

Q16. I'm going to read you some statements people have made about the environment in general. For each one, please tell 
me if you agree or disagree using a five-point scale where 1 means strongly disagree and 5 means strongly agree.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

53%

45%

38%

37%

34%

26%

29%

34%

28%

28%

27%

34%

13%

13%

21%

18%

26%

27%

6%

10%

8%

9%

9%

8%

3

5

3

2

2

4

5 - Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree

Hearing about solutions to 
environmental problems makes me feel 

more hopeful about the future

It is important that governments in 
Alberta take measures to 

reduce urban sprawl

Environmental issues will have a 
significant negative impact on the lives 

of our children

More government action is needed to 
solve the environmental problems facing 

Alberta

It is possible to have a strong economy 
in Alberta while protecting the 

environment

Protecting the natural environment is 
important to my health
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Environmental Attitudes and Values (continued)

Base: All respondents (n=801)

22%

27%

16%

9%

8%

31%

24%

21%

16%

14%

7%

35%

26%

31%

30%

29%

12%

9%

11%

16%

24%

24%

29%

21%

24%

47%5

3

12%

15%

5 - Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree

If humans need to develop in a natural 
area they should be able to, regardless of 

the impact on wildlife

Environmental issues are not as 
important as the global economic crisis

Living a green lifestyle is too expensive

Environmental issues will have a 
significant negative impact on my life

It's time for us to get more radical when 
it comes to the environment

I know enough to make well-informed 
choices on environmental issues

Q16. I'm going to read you some statements people have made about the environment in general. For each one, please tell 
me if you agree or disagree using a five-point scale where 1 means strongly disagree and 5 means strongly agree.
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Environmental Business Practices

Q17. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the following statements using a five-point scale where 1 
means strongly disagree and 5 means strongly agree.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

29%

18%

40%

27%

21%

31%

7%

12%

3

11%

5 - Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree

A company's environmental 
performance is important to me when I 
am deciding if I want to work for them

Private companies and corporations 
should train their employees to solve 

environmental problems
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Attitudes Towards MBIs

Q17. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the following statements using a five-point scale where 1 
means strongly disagree and 5 means strongly agree.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

46%

35%

17%

13%

29%

29%

27%

16%

14%

20%

25%

20%

6%

9%

16%

23% 28%

6%

8%

15%

5 - Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree

It is better to charge a flat rate for 
garbage collection than a variable rate 

that rewards waste reduction and 
recycling

I am willing to pay more for electricity 
from wind power

People who pollute more should be 
taxed more and people who pollute 

less should be taxed less

Companies that pollute more should 
be taxed more and companies that 

pollute less should be taxed less
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Light Bulbs: Subsidies versus Elimination

Q18a. Which of the following statements best represents your point of view?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

50%

37%

11%

2%Don't know

Neither 

The government should ban the production 
of incandescent light bulbs

The government should provide subsidies 
to consumers who purchase compact 

fluorescent light bulbs, to be paid for by 
surcharges on regular bulbs
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Options for Cleaning Up Environmental Harm

Q19. Sometimes environmental harm happens and needs to be cleaned up. In the event of environmental harm, clean 
up can be paid for by the government, which passes the costs on to all citizens in the form of taxes, or by the 

company causing the harm, which passes on the cost to its consumers through higher product costs. Which do 
you think is more fair: that the government pays or the company pays?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

91%

6%

2%

1%

1%

Neither

Don't know

Both

Government pays

Company pays
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Support for Increased Water Costs and Preferred 
Use for Revenue Generated

Q20. As you may know, Southern Alberta is facing a water 
shortage. One way to encourage water conservation 

would be to charge more for the use of water. Would you 
support this?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

Q21. If users were charged more for water, the extra revenue 
generated could be given back to taxpayers as an income tax cut 

OR it could be used for water conservation programs that help 
protect the river ecosystem. Which option would you prefer - that 

it is given back to taxpayers as a tax cut or used for water 
conservation programs?

Yes
57%

No
41%

Don't 
know

2%

76%

21%

2%

1%

1%Don't know

Both

Neither

Income tax cut

Water conservation 
programs
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Subsidies for Oil and Gas Development Versus 
Development of Renewable and Clean Energy

Q23. In the past, the Alberta government has provided companies with subsidies for oil and gas development. These 
subsidies help develop the industry as well as create jobs. In the future, would you prefer that the Government of 

Alberta provides subsidies for oil and gas development, or would you prefer that the Government of Alberta 
provides subsidies for the development of renewable and clean energy options?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

Neither

Don't know

Both

Oil and gas

Renewable and alternative energy 78%

11%

8%

2%

1%
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Support for MBIs Targeting Urban Sprawl

Q24. The next question is about urban sprawl which as you may know is the spreading of suburbs over undeveloped 
land. Some people have said that it has negative impacts on farming, wildlife, air pollution and traffic. Using a 
five-point scale where 1 means strongly oppose and 5 means strongly support, please indicate if you would 

support or oppose each of the following measures.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

34%

26%

19%

37%

25%

21%

19%

27%

28%

14%

15%

4 5

8%

16%

5 - Strongly support 4 3 2 1 - Strongly oppose

Increase property taxes in outlying 
areas, and reduce property taxes on 

existing neighbourhoods

Require the land developers, and thus 
industrial tenants and home buyers, 

to pay for the negative impacts

Provide tax incentives for             
developers who improve                

previously developed areas
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Goals of Environmental Education

Q26. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the following statements about environmental education 
using a five-point scale where 1 means strongly disagree and 5 means strongly agree.

Base: All respondents 1n=801, 2n=781

57%

60%

56%

47%

43%

31%

28%

31%

34%

32%

9%

9%

10%

15%

17%

2

2

2

5 3

2

5 - Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree

Schools in Alberta should give top priority 
to providing students with opportunities to 

do environmental action projects2

Environmental education should give 
learners citizenship skills that help them 

solve environmental issues1

Environmental education should help 
learners appreciate nature1

Environmental education should help 
learners understand environmental issues1

Environmental education should help 
learners increase their environmental 

knowledge1
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Barriers to Children Spending More Time in 
Nature

Q10. Studies have shown that childrens' appreciation of the environment increases when they spend time outdoors in 
nature. What, if any, barriers are there to children spending more time outdoors in nature?

Base: All respondents (n=801)

19%

13%

12%

11%

7%

6%

5%

4%

3%

3%

3%

19%

21%

7%

None / no barriers

Don't know

School activities / programs

Other

Too far away

Not interested in spending time outdoors in nature

Safety / fear of crime

Worried they will get hurt

There are no natural areas nearby

Expensive / costs too much to get to natural areas

Weather

Lack of parental involvement (NET)

Time / don't have the time / busy

Would rather do other things / use the computer / watch TV

• Lack of parental participation/ won’t 
go outdoors with their kids: 7%
• Parents: 2%
• Parents working / too busy: 2%

�
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Support for Environmental Action Projects in             
K to 12 Education

Q27. There are a number of different types of action projects that Kindergarten to Grade 12 students could be taught about 
and involved in through their school. Please indicate if you would support or oppose students being involved in each 

of the following projects using a five-point scale where 1 means strongly oppose and 5 means strongly support.

Base: All respondents (n=801)

62%

45%

40%

37%

26%

28%

33%

33%

30%

24%

7%

16%

17%

23%

28%

6%

6%

14% 9%

4

5

2

2

3

5 - Strongly support 4 3 2 1 - Strongly oppose

Reviewing the operation of a 
business to see how they can be 

more environmentally friendly

Presenting to politicians on an 
environmental issue

Developing and passing around 
petitions to gain support for an 

environmental cause

Educating others about local 
environmental issues

Neighbourhood clean-up

�
�
�
�
�

�
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• !�������
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• �����
��������
����	���
��"�������
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������
�������
�
������

��"�)��+, �

Base: All respondents (n=801) 

Q29. Are you a member of, or associated with, any 
environmental organization?

Q36. In politics we often hear people describe themselves being 
'right of centre' or 'left of centre.' Would you place yourself 
very right of centre, somewhat right of centre, in the centre, 

somewhat left of centre or very left of centre?

No
89%

Yes
11%

5%

22%

37%

17%

4%

2%

12%

I do not consider that any of 
these labels to apply to me

Don't know/                                      
Decline to respond

Very left of centre

Somewhat left of centre

Centre

Somewhat right of centre

Very right of centre

I do not consider that any of 
these labels to apply to me

Don't know/                                      
Decline to respond

Very left of centre

Somewhat left of centre

Centre

Somewhat right of centre

Very right of centre
Right :

28%

Left :
22%

�

�

�

�

�

�
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Base: All respondents (n=801) 

Region Q34. Which of the following best describes where you live?

12%

33%

10%

36%

9%Southern AB

Calgary CMA

Central AB

Edmonton CMA

Northern AB

Southern AB

Calgary CMA

Central AB

Edmonton CMA

Northern AB 16%

5%

9%

10%

60%

1%Don't know

City of 50,000                    
people or more

City of 10,000 to less 
than 50,000 people

Town of 2,000 to less 
than 10,000 people

Town of less than 
2,000 people

Acreage, 
ranch or farm

Don't know

City of 50,000                    
people or more

City of 10,000 to less 
than 50,000 people

Town of 2,000 to less 
than 10,000 people

Town of less than 
2,000 people

Acreage, 
ranch or farm
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Base: All respondents (n=801) 
�

Gender

12%65 years or older 

18 to 24 years 7%
25 to 34 years 26%
35 to 44 years 18%
45 to 54 years 21%
55 to 64 years 15%

Decline to respond 2%
Mean 44 years

12%65 years or older 

18 to 24 years 7%
25 to 34 years 26%
35 to 44 years 18%
45 to 54 years 21%
55 to 64 years 15%

Decline to respond 2%
Mean 44 years

Age
Household Size

1%Decline to respond

1 person 15%
2 people 32%
3 people 19%
4 people 20%
5 people or more 13%

1%Decline to respond

1 person 15%
2 people 32%
3 people 19%
4 people 20%
5 people or more 13%

Female 
50%

Male 
50%

�
�

No 60%

Yes 40%

Children Under 18 in Household Rent or Own Residence

Rent 
21%

Other 
2%

Own 
76%

�
�

IncomeEducation

12%Completed university 
post-graduate degree

High school or less 24%
Post secondary technical 
school 16%

Some university or 
college 14%

Completed college 
diploma 14%

Completed university 
undergraduate degree 19%

Decline to respond 1%

12%Completed university 
post-graduate degree

High school or less 24%
Post secondary technical 
school 16%

Some university or 
college 14%

Completed college 
diploma 14%

Completed university 
undergraduate degree 19%

Decline to respond 1%

13%$150,000 or more

Less than $40,000 11%
$40,000 to just under 
$60,000 14%

$60,000 to just under 
$80,000 16%

$80,000 to just under 
$100,000 15%

$100,000 to just under 
$150,000 18%

Decline to respond 7%
Don’t know 5%

13%$150,000 or more

Less than $40,000 11%
$40,000 to just under 
$60,000 14%

$60,000 to just under 
$80,000 16%

$80,000 to just under 
$100,000 15%

$100,000 to just under 
$150,000 18%

Decline to respond 7%
Don’t know 5%
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