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& Background and Objectives s ACEE sl

The Alberta Council for Environmental Education (ACEE) wished to conduct a survey of
Alberta youth in order to better understand their awareness and understanding of key
environmental issues, as well as their overall level of engagement and readiness to
practice environmental stewardship.

ACEE felt that understanding the current landscape would provide valuable information
regarding youths’ overall knowledge and attitudes towards the environment, as well as
identify opportunities and challenges moving forward.

In addition, establishing a baseline understanding in this area would help ACEE measure
the effectiveness of its efforts in advancing environmental education over time.

Key research objectives included:
Evaluating to what degree Alberta youth practice stewardship of the environment;
Assessing the environmental literacy of Alberta youth;
Assessing their attitudes and values regarding the environment;

Helping the environmental education community improve its work with youth audiences and
better understand how to engage youth in action projects;

Identifying key differences between Alberta youth and adults vis-a-vis the environment; and,
Establishing a baseline to allow change to be measured over time.
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& Methodology s ACEE sl

Ipsos Reid conducted a total of 459 online surveys between March 4% and 239, 2010.

The average interview length was 13 minutes.

The sample was stratified as follows:
248 interviews with high school students in grades 10 to 12; and,

211 interviews with youth aged 18 to 24.
Final data for high school students were weighted by gender and region, while final data
for the 18 to 24 year old sample was weighted to ensure the sample’s regional and

age/gender composition reflects that of the actual Alberta population aged 18 to 24
according to 2006 Census data.

The margin of error for the total sample of 459 is = 4.6 percentage points, 19 times out of
20.

The margin of error is larger within each segment and for other sub-groupings of the survey
population.

* High school students: = 6.2 percentage points
* Youth aged 18 to 24: = 6.8 percentage points
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ﬁ Reporting Note s ACEE sl

Ipsos Reid conducted a telephone survey with a random sample of 801 Albertans Adults
between January 12" and 21st, 2009.

For questions that were replicated in the current survey of high school students and
youth aged 18 to 24, the results for Alberta Adults are provided as a point of
comparison.

One should, however, use caution in making and interpreting direct comparisons as
methodological differences (i.e. telephone versus online) may have impacted survey
responses.

Also, the time of year (January vs. March) and the state of the economy in 2009 versus 2010,
could have contributed to differences between groups.
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Summary of Key Findings s ACEE sl

Perceptions of Alberta’s environment are generally positive.

While the majority of youth hold positive perceptions of the overall quality of Alberta’s
environment today, more than four-in-ten expect the environment to worsen over the next twenty
years.

Alberta youth are not engaged in environmental behaviours.

While eight-in-ten or more say they do a good job of protecting the environment, less than two-in-
ten say the do a very good job.

Further, with the exception of beverage container recycling, engagement in environmental
behaviours is moderate to low.

Alberta youth do not have a high degree of environmental knowledge or literacy.
They do not feel they know a great deal about five environmental issues evaluated.
They lack knowledge about the environmental impact of different behaviours.

Knowledge of most personal action skills is moderate, while knowledge of citizenship skills is
markedly low.

They are not knowledgeable about the options they have if they want to pursue an environmental
career.

Apart from a lack of knowledge, time and cost emerge as barriers to environmental
action.
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& Summary of Key Findings s ACEE o

Cont'd

A desire to protect people’s health is perhaps the easiest motivation to leverage in
encouraging youth to be more environmentally active.

Other motivations to take actions to protect the environment include a desire to protect the
environment, seeing change or progress happening and personal values and beliefs.

Television, the education system (teachers or professors and classroom learning) and
the workplace are the optimal communication channels for motivating youth to take
actions to protect the environment.

While family members and friends are also deemed effective channels, they are harder to
influence.

Participating in recycling projects and neighbourhood clean-ups garner the most interest
from youth, while the majority are not interested in delivering presentations, writing
articles, participating in a public meeting or debate, presenting to politicians or
developing/passing around petitions.

This may reflect a lack of skills, knowledge and/or comfort in these citizenship skills.
Alberta youth do not seem to have a strong drive or desire to take personal responsibility
for protecting the environment.

While the majority agree they could be doing a lot more to protect the environment, less than
four-in-ten are willing to live with fewer material goods or in a small home to do so.

Further, youth consider government, industry and environmental groups to be the stakeholders
most responsible for looking after the environment, while they deem themselves the least
responsible of six groups assessed.
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& Perspectives on the Environment s ACEE sl

Perceptions of the overall quality of Alberta’s environment are positive among youth, and
significantly more positive among youth aged 18 to 24 compared to their counterparts in
high schoal.

Over three-quarters (77%) of youth aged 18 to 24 rate the overall quality of the environment in
Alberta today as excellent (16%) or good (61%) versus 59% of high school students (4%
excellent and 55% good).

Youth aged 18 to 24 are also more optimistic in their future outlook, though over four-in-
ten do expect the state of Alberta’s environment to worsen in the next 20 years.

Among youth aged 18 to 24, equal proportions (43%) think the environment will improve and
worsen over the next 20 years.

High school students are more pessimistic, with 32% saying the environment will improve and
close to half (46%) saying it will worsen.
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Perceptions of the overall quality of <% ACEE feracomaitor
Alberta’s environment are positive N

Q1. How would you rate the overall quality of the environment in Alberta today?

\

4%

Excellent

16%

HS: 59%
18to 24: 77%

>> Excellent/Good

55%

Good

61%

37%
Alberta Adults (n=801)

Excellent/Good: 55%

Fair

3%
° m High school students (n=248)

E 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)

Poor

2%

Base: All respondents
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However, more than four-in-ten expect the s ACEE sencomatir
environment to worsen over the next twenty years 4" B Eieniy

Q2. Looking into the future twenty years from now do you think that the overall
state of Alberta@ environment will...?

\
Improve a lot
12% Improve
> HS: 32%
] 0,
% 18 to 24: 43%
Improve a little Alberta Adults (n=801)

31% Improve: 37%
~/ Worsen: 41%

0,
23% B High school students (n=248)

Stay the same E 18'to 24 year olds (n=211)

\
4%
Worsen a little
37% Worsen
> HS: 46%
12% 18 to 24: 43%
Worsen a lot
6%
4

Base: All respondents
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& Perceived Environmental Performance s ACEE sl

Over eight-in-ten (84%) high school students feel they are doing a good job when it
comes to protecting the environment, but recognize they could be doing more. Further, a
sizable gap exists between perceived personal performance and perceived performance
of individual Albertans.

Although high school students feel they are doing a good job overall, most (68%) say they are
doing a somewhat good job, while just 16% say they are doing a very good job.

When it comes to other Albertans, only six-in-ten (61%) high school students rate their
performance as very good (6%) or somewhat good (55%), giving considerably more credit to
themselves than to others.

While the majority of youth aged 18 to 24 also feel they are doing a good job, the gap
between ratings of themselves and other Albertans is not as a large.

Just under eight-in-ten (79%) youth aged 18 to 24 say they are doing a very good job (20%) or a
somewhat good job (59%) when it comes to protecting the environment.

Over two-in-three (69%) also give Albertans as a whole very good job (15%) or somewhat good
job (54%) ratings.
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Eight-in-ten youth believe they are doing a good
job to protect the environment, but fewer say the
same about Albertans as a whole

‘\ oa e A‘ E E Alberta Council for
“\:" Environmental Education
9,

Q3. How would you rate the performance of individual Albertans as a whole when it
comes to protecting the environment? / Q4. How would you rate your own
personal performance when it comes to protecting the environment?

High School Students

6%

Very good job Good Job
16% Albertans: 61%
Personal: 84%

55%
Somewhat good job

35%
Somewhat poor job

4%
E Albertans as a whole

Very poor job
0% E Personal performance

18 to 24 year olds

Very good job

Somewhat good job

Somewhat poor job

Very poor job

Alberta Adults (n=801)

Base: All respondents (n=248)

Albertans (good job): 61%
Personal (good job): 88%

2%

F

8%

5%

Good Job

0 Albertans: 69%
20% Personal: 79%

5

4%

22%

9%

59%

B Albertans as awhole
HE Personal performance

Base: All respondents (n=211)
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& Barriers to Environmental Stewardship s ACEE sl

Top-of-mind, no single barrier stands out among high school students, while “cost” is the
most frequently cited barrier by 18 to 24 year olds to doing more to protect the
environment.

Among high school students, the three most frequent responses to what holds them back from
doing more to protect the environment are “too much work/ too much effort/ laziness” (13%), “I
don’t have enough time/ it takes too long” (13%) and “lack of help/ resources/ support” (12%).

Among youth aged 18 to 24, the most frequent responses are “cost” (30%), “I don’'t have enough
time/ it takes too long” (14%) and “insufficient recycling/ lack of recycling” (13%).

On an aided basis, lack of knowledge emerges as a key barrier for high school students,
while time and cost are the biggest barriers for 18 to 24 year olds. Thinking that their
actions won’'t make a difference, a lack of concern about the environment and thinking
that no one else is doing anything are not notable barriers.

Three-in-ten (32%) high school students agree that they are not doing more to protect the
environment because | don't know enough about what to do, 27% agree | don’t have enough
time, 26% agree I'm already doing everything | can and 25% agree It costs too much.

Among youth aged 18 to 24, 40% agree with the statements | don’'t have enough time and It
costs too much.

Lack of confidence that their personal actions to protect the environment actually make a
difference is not an issue.

In fact, 72% of high school students and 78% of youth aged 18 to 24 say they are confident that
their actions do make a difference.

Ipsos Reid 17



Top-of-mind, cost is the most frequently cited
barrier to doing more to protect the environment < ACEE mams

d, Environmental Education

among 18 to 24 year olds "

Q5. What, if anything, holds you back from doing more to protect the environment?

High School Students 18 to 24 year olds
(n=248) (n=211)
Too much work/ too much effort/ laziness 13% 9%
| don®have enough time/ it takes too long 13% 14%
Lack of help/ resources/ support from people/ government/ industries 12% 9%
Insufficient recycling/ lack of recycling 9% 13%
| don®know enough about what to do/ lack of education 9% 4%
It costs too much/ expensive 9% 30%
Lack of motivation/ don®really care 8% 6%
Lifestyle/ job/ school/ activities 6% 4%
| am already doing everything | can do 6% 5%
Need to drive/ own a vehicle 5% 4%
Discouraged!/ feeling powerless 3% 0%
Don®have an opportunity to do more/ join organizations 3% 0%
Convenience/ inconvenience 4% 10%
My age/ too young 3% 0%
Other 10% 18%
Nothing 8% 7%
Don’t know 7% 7%

Base: All respondents

Ipsos Reid 18



Lack of knowledge emerges as a key barrier for
high school students, while time and cost are < = ACEE #eerecomaror
the biggest barriers for 18 to 24 year olds g

Q6. For you personally, please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the
following reasons why you might not be doing more to protect the
environment.

| m5-Stronglyagree ®m4 =3 =2 m1-Stronglydisagree | T
| don®know enough about what to do
P ——
High school students &% 25% 36% 0 32%

P,
|

I don®have enough time

L
High school students [Re¥%) 19% zgg/o I!m 27%
|

P
18 to 24 year olds RS 27% 18% 40%
- |

I@n already doing everything | can do

P,

High school students [ 21% 33% ;;E/o W 26%
|
L

18 to 24 year olds [ELZIE L) 36% ;520 lm 22%
I

It costs too much

e,
High school students ReLZ) 17% 36% zzzo Im 25%
1
P
18 to 24 year olds RN 24% 27% m 40%
I

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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Feeling that their actions won’t make a
difference and lack of concern about the = ACEE 2tere comcitor

Environmental Education

environment are not notable barriers for youth S Cont'd

Q6. For you personally, please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the
following reasons why you might not be doing more to protect the
environment.

| m5-Stronglyagree ®m4 =3 =Z2 ®1-Stronglydisagree |

% Agree
My actions won®make a difference
High school students &3 lelY) 13%
18 to 24 year olds 14%
I@n not really concerned about the environment
High school students 8% 34% 9%
18 to 24 year olds 22% 31% 13%
No one else is doing anything why should 1?
High school students 19% 8%
18 to 24 year olds 26% 9%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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In fact, there is consensus that their
personal actions do actually make a < ACEE s,
difference

Q7. How confident are you that your personal actions to protect the environment
actually make a difference?

\
Very confident
26%
Confident
> HS: 72%
18 to 24: 78%
57%
Somewhat confident
%
_J

26%
Alberta Adults (n=801)

Confident: 80%

Not very confident

%

®m High school students (n=248)
1% mE 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)

Not at all confident
2%

Base: All respondents
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Personal Motivations and Communication
Channels

When asked to rate the importance of 12 factors are when it comes to motivating them to
take actions to protect the environment, a desire to protect people’s health, a desire to
protect the environment, seeing change or progress happening and personal values and
beliefs emerge as the most important factors among both high school students and youth
aged 18 to 24.

Social pressure or expectations and improving social networks are rated the lowest in
Importance.

Family members, friends, television and the education system are the most effective
communication channels in their ability to reach and engage youth in environmental
actions. It is notable that blogs and podcasts receive the lowest effective ratings of the
17 channels assessed.

Among high school students, channels receiving the highest ratings are family members (70%

effective), friends (67%), television (66%), teachers or professors (66%) and classroom learning
(63%)).

For youth aged 18 to 24, effective ratings are also highest for these five channels, although the
strength of ratings is lower: family members (59% effective), friends (56%), television (48%),
teachers or professors (42%) and classroom learning (42%). Employers or the workplace also
falls into the top tier of channels (42% effective).

* One should keep in mind that some channels assessed may be more relevant to high
school students (e.g., school related), while others may be more relevant to 18 to 24 year
olds (e.g. work related).

23



A desire to protect people’s health, to protect the
environment, to see change or progress as well as
personal values or beliefs are all important factors
when it comes to motivating youth

Q8. For you personally, how important are each of the following factors when it
comes to motivating you to take actions to protect the environment?

| 5-Veryimportant 4 3 2 1- Not at all important |

% Important

A desire to protect people® health

High school students 24% 4 71%
18 to 24 year olds 33% 8% 56%
A desire to protect the environment
High school students 27% 3 70%
18 to 24 year olds 33% 5 59%
Seeing change or progress happening
High school students 25% 5 69%
18 to 24 year olds 29% 9% 61%
Personal values and beliefs
High school students 28% 3 68%
18 to 24 year olds 31% 6% 58%
A sense of social responsibility
High school students 29% 9% 59%
18 to 24 year olds 35% 8% 53%
Personal interest or passion
High school students 34% 8% 56%
18 to 24 year olds 32% 11% 52%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)



Whereas, improving social networks or
social pressure are not key motivators Cont'd

Q8. For you personally, how important are each of the following factors when it
comes to motivating you to take actions to protect the environment?

| 5 - Very important 4 3 2 1- Not at all important |

% Important

Being inspired or encouraged by another person

High school students 36% 10% 51%
18 to 24 year olds 38% 16% 38%
Meeting requirements for school
High school students 39% 12% 42%
18 to 24 year olds 36% 16% 26%
Personal experience or connection with a specific environmental issue
High school students 44% 14% 38%
18 to 24 year olds 38% 14% 42%
The desire to have a voice/ be heard
High school students 44% 13% 38%
18 to 24 year olds 34% 24% 34%
Social pressure/ expectations
High school students 40% 15% 33%
18 to 24 year olds 45% 19% 20%
Improving social networks
High school students 42% 18% 30%
18 to 24 year olds 34% 25% 23%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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Family members, friends, television and the
education system are the most effective
communication channels to reach and engage youth

Q9. For you personally, how effective would you say each of the following
communication channels are in their ability to reach you and engage you in
environmental actions?

| 5-Veryeffective 4 3 2 1-Notatalleffective Not applicable|

% Effective

Family members

High school students 20% 6% 70%
18 to 24 year olds 28% 7% 59%
Friends
High school students 22% 6% 67%
18 to 24 year olds 32% 5 56%
Television
High school students 20% 7% 66%
18 to 24 year olds 30% 11% 48%
Teachers/ professors
High school students 22% 7% 66%
18 to 24 year olds 29% 9% 42%
Classroom learning
High school students 27% 6% 63%
18 to 24 year olds 24% 14% 42%
School clubs
High school students 26% 17% 39%
18 to 24 year olds 26% 14% 24%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)



Family members, friends, television and the
education system are the most effective
communication channels to reach and engage youth Cont'd

Q9. For you personally, how effective would you say each of the following
communication channels are in their ability to reach you and engage you in
environmental actions?

| 5-Veryeffective 4 3 2 1-Notatalleffective Not applicable|

% Effective

Social networking websites

High school students 32% 15% 39%
18 to 24 year olds 32% 16% 26%
Employer/ workplace
High school students 22% 10% 34%
18 to 24 year olds 31% 10% 42%
Radio
High school students 34% 16% 34%
18 to 24 year olds 37% 15% 26%
Celebrities
High school students 29% 16% 32%
18 to 24 year olds 26% 18% 24%
Books
High school students 32% 25% 31%
18 to 24 year olds 38% 12% 33%
Newspapers
High school students 31% 23% 28%
18 to 24 year olds 34% 19% 329

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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Family members, friends, television and the education
system are the most effective communication
channels to reach and engage youth Cont'd

Q9. For you personally, how effective would you say each of the following
communication channels are in their ability to reach you and engage you in
environmental actions?

| 5-Veryeffective 4 3 2 1-Notatalleffective Not applicable|

% Effective

Magazines
High school students 35% 22% 25%
18 to 24 year olds 34% 12% 29%
On-line ads
High school students 27% 26% 24%
18 to 24 year olds 27% 19% 22%

Church groups

High school students 23% 16% 23%
18 to 24 year olds 24% 14% 24%
Blogs
High school students 25% 23% 21%
18 to 24 year olds 32% 13% 19%
Podcasts
High school students 28% 24% 14%
18 to 24 year olds 24% 14% 17%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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& Environmental Action Projects of Interest

Youth were asked to rate their interest in participating in ten types of environmental
action projects.

Among high school students, interest is highest in taking part in a recycling project at my
school (55%), followed by taking part in a neighbourhood clean-up (40%) and taking part
in an environmental research or science project (34%).

About half or more indicate they are not interested in any of the other seven projects assessed.

Among youth aged 18 to 24, about one-in-three say they are interested in taking part in a
neighbourhood clean-up (36%), taking part in a recycling project at my school (35%),
taking part in an environmental research or science project (35%), taking part in a
community garden (34%) and reviewing the operation of a business to see how they can
be more environmentally friendly (32%).

More than half indicate they are not interested in any of the other five projects assessed.
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Recycling projects and neighbourhood clean-
ups garner the most interest from youth

Q10. There are a number of different types of action projects to help the
environment. Please indicate how interested you are personally in

participating in each of the following actions.

| 5-Veryinterested 4 3 2 1-Notatallinterested |

Taking part in a recycling project at my school
High school students 29% 12%

18 to 24 year olds 32% 16%

Taking part in a neighbourhood clean-up
High school students 33% 19%

18 to 24 year olds 38% 14%

Taking part in an environmental research or science project
High school students 35% 19%

18 to 24 year olds 28% 22%

Taking part in a community garden
High school students 26% 26%

18 to 24 year olds 29% 20%

Reviewing the operation of a business to see how they can be more environmentally friendly
High school students 31% 26%

18 to 24 year olds 30% 23%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)

% Interested

55%
35%

40%
36%

34%
35%

23%
34%

20%
32%
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While interest in more direct citizenship actions
IS low Cont'd

Q10. There are a number of different types of action projects to help the
environment. Please indicate how interested you are personally in
participating in each of the following actions.

| 5-Veryinterested 4 3 2 1-Notatallinterested |

% Interested

Delivering a presentation that teaches others about the environment
High school students 30% 20% 17%

18 to 24 year olds 24% 24% 23%
Writing articles for a local or school paper to educated others about environmental issues
High school students 25% 27% 15%
18 to 24 year olds 23% 26% 21%
Participating in a public meeting or debate about an environmental issue
High school students 29% 23% 15%
18 to 24 year olds 25% 23% 20%
Presenting to politicians on an environmental issue
High school students 20% 25% 14%
18 to 24 year olds 20% 28% 19%
Developing and passing around petitions to gain support for an environmental cause
High school students 26% 29% 12%

18 to 24 year olds 29% 17% 21%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
31



Knowledge of Environmental Issues and Facts
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Facts

& Knowledge of Environmental Issues and

Alberta youth do not feel they know a great deal about the five environmental issues
evaluated.

Of the issues evaluated, youth feel they know the most about climate change — 43% of high
school students and 28% of youth aged 18 to 24 give a rating of 4 or 5 (on a 5-point scale).

Less than one-quarter give themselves a rating of 4 or 5 when it comes to their knowledge of
water pollution, endangered species, urban sprawl or the scarcity of water.

For the most part, Alberta youth lack knowledge about the environmental impact of
different behaviours.

While most (62% of high school students and 55% of youth aged 18 to 24) correctly say it is true
that Albertan water consumption is above average on a global scale, fewer (38% of high school
students and 46% of youth aged 18 to 24) know most of Alberta’s energy is generated by
burning coal.

Further, less than one-quarter (23%) of both high school students and 18 to 24 year olds identify
the statement recycling all your paper and tins helps the environment more than moving to a
smaller more fuel-efficient home as false.
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Youth do not report high levels of knowledge
about environmental issues and problems

Q11. How much do you feel you know personally about the following
environmental issues and problems?

. %4o0r5
| 5-Agreat deal 4 3 2 1- Very little |
. Adults
Global climate change Youth  ‘T=g01)
High school students 37% 15% 43%
45%
18 to 24 year olds 39% 13% 28%
Pollution of water in Alberta
High school students 41% 21% 24%
33%
18 to 24 year olds 31% 26% 22%
Endangered species in Alberta
High school students 36% 32% 22%
29%
18 to 24 year olds 31% 28% 18%
Urban sprawl around Alberta towns and cities
High school students 40% 27% 17%
42%
18 to 24 year olds 34% 25% 21%
Scarcity of water in some parts of Alberta
High school students 29% 31% 17%
32%
18 to 24 year olds 28% 24% 21%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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For the most part, Alberta youth lack knowledge
around the environmental impact of different
behaviours

Q14. For each of the following statements, please indicate whether you believe
the statement is completely true, mostly true, mostly false, or completely

false.
| Completely true Mostly true Not sure Mostly false Completely false | Youth %
E— n=801
Albertan consumption of water is above average on a global scale (TRUE) % True
High school students 24% 12% 62%
75%
18 to 24 year olds 28% 10% 55%
Recycling all your paper and tins helps the environment more than moving to a smaller
more fuel-efficient home (FALSE) % False
High school students 27% 22% 23%
37%
18 to 24 year olds 26% 21% 23%
Most of Alberta® electrical energy is generated by burning coal (TRUE) % True
High school students 26% 27% 38%
57%
18 to 24 year olds 28% 15% 46%
The main reason we have endangered species is because of over-hunting (FALSE) % False
High school students 9% 44% 65%
70%
18 to 24 year olds 16% 36% 47%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)



Knowledge of Action Skills and Engagement in
Environmental Behaviours
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Knowledge of Action Skills and
Engagement in Environmental Behaviours

Among Alberta youth, knowledge of most personal action skills is moderate, while
knowledge of citizenship skills is markedly low.

The majority of high school students say they know enough to recycle all their empty beverage
containers (88%), reduce the amount of household garbage they generate in their home (64%)
and reduce water consumption in their home (57%).

While the majority of youth aged 18 to 24 also say they are knowledgeable about recycling

beverage containers (72%), just half say they are knowledgeable about waste reduction (50%) or
reducing water use (48%).

Further, less than one-in-five high school students and youth aged 18 to 24 say they know
enough to write an effective letter to the editor, communicate environmental concerns to a
political representative or organize community action.

Engagement in environmental behaviours closely parallels knowledge.

The majority of youth are actively engaged in recycling beverage containers, however, just 50%
to 60% of high school students and 40% to 50% of youth aged 18 to 24 are engaged in waste
reduction, water conservation or maximizing energy efficiency in their home.

Engagement in citizenship actions is very low.



Knowledge of most personal action skills is
moderate, while knowledge of citizenship skills
Is markedly low

Q12. To what degree do you feel you know enough to take each of the following actions?

| 5 - Very knowledgeable 4 3 2 1- Not at all knowledgeable |

Recycle all your empty beverage containers
High school students 10%

18 to 24 year olds 20% 4
Reduce the amount of household garbage you generate in your home
High school students 25% 10%
18 to 24 year olds 37% 9%
Reduce water consumption in and around your home
High school students 31% 8%
18 to 24 year olds 37% 11%
Maximize energy efficiency in your home
High school students 40% 14%
18 to 24 year olds 38% 11%
Change your diet to minimize your environmental impact
High school students 43% 17%

18 to 24 year olds 38% 18%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)

% Knowledgeable

Adults
Youth —(n:801)
88%
n/a
72%
64%
69%
50%
57%
68%
48%
44%
69%
46%
24%
39%
34%
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Knowledge of most personal action skills is
moderate, while knowledge of citizenship skills
IS markedly low Cont'd

Q12. To what degree do you feel you know enough to take each of the following actions?

0
| 5 - Very knowledgeable 4 3 2 1 - Not at all knowledgeable | % Knowledgeable

Maintain or restore wildlife habitat in your area Youth %
High school students 31% 31% 16%
29%
18 to 24 year olds 32% 27% 18%
Write an effective letter to the editor about an environmental issue
High school students 24% 32% 10%
29%
18 to 24 year olds 28% 29% 16%
Communicate your environmental concerns to a political representative
High school students 19% 32% 8%
31%
18 to 24 year olds 26% 29% 16%
Organize community action to protect your local environment
High school students 24% 36% 7%
18%
18 to 24 year olds 34% 32% 13%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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Apart from recycling, reported participation in
personal actions is just moderate, and reported
participation in citizenship actions is very low

Q13. To what degree do you feel you actually DO these things?

| 5-As much as | possibly can 4 3 2

1-Don®do it at all |

Recycle all your empty beverage containers

High school students 8%
18 to 24 year olds 20% 5
Reduce the amount of garbage you generate in your home
High school students 28% 12%
18 to 24 year olds 35% 15%
Reduce water consumption in and around your home
High school students 25% 17%
18 to 24 year olds 43% 13%
Maximize energy efficiency in your home
High school students 27% 20%
18 to 24 year olds 43% 9%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)

2

% 40r5
Adults
Youth —(n:801)
90%
n/a
72%
56%
64%
47%
53%
65%
40%
50%
67%
43%
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Apart from recycling, reported participation in
personal actions is just moderate, and reported

participation in citizenship actions is very low Cont'd
Q13. To what degree do you feel you actually DO these things?
0
| 5-Asmuch as | possibly can 4 3 2 1-Don@do it at all | raors
Maintain or restore wildlife habitat in your area Youth %
Youth -
High school students 20% 21% 8%
23%
18 to 24 year olds 27% 18% 15%
Write a letter to the editor about an environmental issue
High school students 9% 10% 2%
9%
18 to 24 year olds 21% 8% 11%
Organize community action to protect your local environment
High school students 11% 17% 2%
8%
18 to 24 year olds 20% 12% 13%
Communicate your environmental concerns to a political representative
High school students 11% 11% 2%
14%
18 to 24 year olds 23% 9% 9%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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& Environmental Attitudes and Values

Alberta youth do not have a strong drive or desire to take personal responsibility for
protecting the environment.
While youth generally agree (61% of high school students and 54% of 18 to 24 year olds) that
they could be doing a lot more to protect the environment, comparatively fewer agree they would
be willing to live with fewer material goods (37% of high school students and 35% of 18 to 24

year olds agree) or live in a small home (30% of high school students and 31% of 18 to 24 year
olds agree) in order to protect the environment .

Further, though only three-in-ten agree they know enough to make well-informed choices on
environmental issues, however, this lack of knowledge does not seem to be concerning given
that just one-quarter agree they feel frustrated that they can’t do more to protect the
environment.

Rather, youth seem to place the onus on government, community leaders and business leaders,
with less than one-in-ten agreeing that any of these groups are doing enough to protect the
environment.
When asked to rank six stakeholder groups from most responsible to least responsible
for looking after the environment in Alberta, government, industry and environmental
groups come out on top, while Alberta youth deem themselves the least responsible
group.
Though youth generally agree that companies should train employees to solve
environmental problems, a company’s environmental performance does not carry a great
deal of weight when choosing a job.

As with other areas of environmental knowledge, youth do not have a high degree of knowledge
about their options if they want to pursue an environmental career.
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The majority of youth agree that they could be
doing a lot more to protect the environment

Q15. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the following

statements about the environment.

| 5-Stronglyagree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree |

| could be doing a lot more to protect the environment
High school students 31% 6%

18 to 24 year olds 36% 7%
My generation will do more to protect the environment than earlier generations
High school students 30% 11%
18 to 24 year olds 35% 12%
It is possible to have a strong economy in Alberta while protecting the environment
High school students 36% 6%

18 to 24 year olds 35% 7%

Schools in Alberta should give top priority to providing students with opportunities to do
environmental action projects

High school students 38% 9%

18 to 24 year olds 42% 11%

Hearing about solutions to environmental problems makes me feel more hopeful about the future
High school students 40% 13%

18 to 24 year olds 40% 10%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)

% Agree
Adults

Youth —(n:801)
61%

n/a
54%
57%

n/a
49%
55%

79%
52%
49%

75%
41%
46%

60%
46%
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However, less than four-in-ten are willing to live
with fewer material goods or in a small home in
order to protect the environment Cont'd

Q15. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the following
statements about the environment.

. % Agree
| 5-Stronglyagree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree |
It® time for us to get more radical when it comes to the environment Youth %
High school students 35% 18% 39%
51%
18 to 24 year olds 43% 10% 39%
| am willing to live with fewer material goods in order to protect the environment
High school students 46% 14% 37%
n/a
18 to 24 year olds 45% 15% 35%
Environmental issues will have a significant negative impact on my life
High school students 45% 11% 37%
37%
18 to 24 year olds 41% 18% 37%
| am willing to live in a small home in order to protect the environment
High school students 45% 17% 30%
n/a
18 to 24 year olds 41% 17% 31%
I know enough to make well-informed choices on environmental issues
High school students 42% 27% 26%
53%
18 to 24 year olds 44% 19% 33%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
45



And, there is a marked lack of agreement
that the government, community leaders
and business leaders are doing enough Cont'd

Q15. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the following
statements about the environment.

_ % Agree
| 5-Stronglyagree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree |
| feel frustrated that | can®do more to protect the environment Youth %
High school students 46% 24% 23%
n/a
18 to 24 year olds 40% 22% 26%
Environmental issues are not as important as the global economic crisis
High school students 41% 29% 14%
22%
18 to 24 year olds 41% 18% 21%
The government is doing enough to protect the environment
High school students 27% 33% 8%
n/a
18 to 24 year olds 36% 27% 15%
Leaders in my community are doing enough to protect the environment
High school students 30% 41% 6%
n/a
18 to 24 year olds 35% 33% 15%
Business leaders are doing enough to protect the environment
High school students 25% 42% 6%
n/a
18 to 24 year olds 34% 30% 13%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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Environmental responsibility within
companies and corporations is not
fundamental to many youth

Q16. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the following statements.

| 5-Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree |

% Agree
Private companies and corporations should train their
employees to solve environmental problems Youth %
High school students 37% 5% 55%
69%
18 to 24 year olds 43% 11% 43%
A company® environmental performance is important to me
when | am deciding if | want to work for them
High school students 39% 25% 26%
45%
18 to 24 year olds 43% 18% 24%
| am knowledgeable about the options | have if | want to
pursue an environmental career
High school students 30% 33% 18%
n/a
18 to 24 year olds 35% 27% 21%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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Youth consider government to be most responsible
for looking after the environment, while they give
themselves the least responsibility

Q17. Please rank the following stakeholder groups from 1 to 6, with 1 being the group
who is most responsible for looking after the environment in Alberta and 6 being the
group who is least responsible for looking after the environment in Alberta.

High School Students 18 to 24 year olds
#3 #2 #1 - Most responsible #1 - Most responsible #2 #3
78% 10% Government 8% 70%
72% 11% Industry 20%  65%
53% 23% nvironmental groups 18%  60%
43% 30% Landowners 23%  37%
33% 17% Adults 20%  39%
20% 10% Youth 11% 30%

Base: All respondents — High school students (n=248) / 18 to 24 year olds (n=211)
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Demographics: High School Students

. . . Member of/ associated \
/ Region \ / Size of City or Town \ / with an environmental

organization

Edmonton 10,000 to <10,000
Calgary CMA 31% <50,000 18%
CMA 31% 12% Yes 2%

Acreage, No
ranch or
farm 17%

response
1%

No
response

Other 50,000 1%
Alberta
53%
38%

Z
S
©
®

Gender / Grade \ Age
'\g‘;lyi 15 years 24%
Grade 10 37% 16 years 36%
Grade 11 32% 17 years 28%
Grade 12 30% 18 years 9%
Decline to respond 2%

N LN AN

Base: All respondents (n=248)



Demographics: Youth Aged 18 to 24 Years

: : : Member of/ associated \
/ Region \ / Size of City or Town \ / with an environmental

organization

Edmonton 10,000 to
CMA 33% <50,000 <10,(300 Yes 8%
Calgary 17% 20%
CMA 32% Acreage, No
ranch ?)r response
farm 5% 6%
No
response

Other 6%

N AN 2N
4 N 4

NO@

Gender / Age \ Education

Male . -

51% 18 years 7% High school or less 33%
19 years 18% Some college/ trade/ 17%
20 years 15% technical
21 years 15% Corr?p_letled college/ trade/ 10%
22 years 15% technica
23 years 10% Some university 24%
24 years 18% Completed university degree 12%

\ Fe4rg;le/ chine to respond 1% J \Decline to respond 4% /
0

Base: All respondents (n=211)
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Contact

Sheela Das

Associate Vice President
403-294-7382
sheela.das@ipsos.com
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